Remembering a Sense of Place: Andrew JackBomvningand Charles
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my friend, Krista \&thne, who had discovered sonmmaysteriousold postcards in her family collection.
Krista is desended from. dzF ¥ f 2 Qa T andnyRgMgrgarefSt. YoAnt wih&sé lbuse was the
only one not burned by the British during the War of 18%he is atsa descendent dE.G. Spaulding,
Congressman during the Civil Wandwhois knownasi KS & ClF G KSNJ 2F GKS DNBSyol

Figurel. Lewis F. Allen, circa 1835. Buffalo History Museum.

The timing was serendipitous, famhile | dhronicled the origin ofthe Allentown Associationan
organizationformed to revivea Buffaloneighborhood named for Lewis Falley Al{@8001890)- | was
LX SFal yaf e adzNLINRA a SyRdiscozereddSttanty weie kdmit YN @ | D&Y ySIgY R
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In 1829 Allen paid $2,500 for 29 acoddandlocated about a mile north of Buffalo's dotown
core which extended westerly from Main Street to the New York State Reservation Line at Hudson
Street. Allen's shothorn cattle were domiciled on the acreage. Accordingra tradition, as the
cattle trod from Main Street to the pasture at whiatnow Days Park, the meandering path they created
eventually became Allen StreeBeing the smart cattle they were, their path was equidistant between
the two adjoining streets, Virginia and North.
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Figure2. Allentown Art Fegval, painting by Ross J. Drago

Over the next century, Allen Street and others intersectinggite createdand formeda tight
network of small tredined lanes and alleys. The neighborhd@®dnique in Buffalo and contaa wide
array of brick and woaeh houses as well as commercial structures designed in a variety of architectural
styles. Thewre some of most beautiful and significant structures ever constructed in Buffado
majority o them during the mieto-late nineteenth century While the néghborhood remained stable
as it entered the twentieth centuryhe neighborhood witnessed a steep declohgring themid-
century, partially due to events precipitated lilie Great Depression and World War 1.

It wasn't until the late 1950s the Allen Seteneighborhood was known as Allentown, a moniker
that reflected its new identity as a haven for artists and free thinkers. A group of Allen Street
merchants, calling themselves the Allentown Village Society, organized in 1958 and planned an outdoor
art festivalto encouragepeople tovisit from outside the neighborhoofFigure?). Inspiredby the
success of thart festival, concerned residenjsined forcedo fight neighborhood blight, demolition,
and crime. Atthe same timé,f £ Sy és%eﬁswaeipromoted: itsoteworthy Victorian architecture,
ideal location, and its reputatiofor beinga bohemian artist colony and center of Buffalo's
counterculture. By the early 1960s, the neighborhQagiforts were solidified into almrganization
known as the Allentown Associatiomhich wasnstrumental inthe designaton ofthe neighborhood as
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Figure3. Lewis F. Allen from Smithisistory of Buffab.

Lewis FAllen never lived in the neighborhood that bears his name with such pride, but he might
have been considered a model presetaty Allentown citizen. Like the nineteenth century, Allen was
born on New Year's Day, 1800. He was not a New Ydekr&ttive, but moved to Buffalo from
Massachusetts when he was 27 years old and the village had 4,000 resid@bat&rie Gzl had
opened just two yearsrgvious and Buffalo was catapulted into a period of extraordinary growth.
addition to having amffinity for shorthorn cattle, Allen enjoyetorticulture, agriculture, architectural
design, history, politics, civic improvement, and decoratiAlienmadea fortune in Buffalofrom a
variety of business endeavors including real estate investmertsvas als@ prolificwriter; therefore
many of his thoughts on his various interests have been preser&itdough Alen wes a prolific writer,
his prosaic stylenay bea bit formal and stiff While it igelativelyeasy to know what Allethought
aboutvarious subjects, it difficult to get a sense diis personalityfrom his writings.It is easier to get a
sense 6AllerQ a LJS Ni#ora whiatfothelis&ho knew him wrote abouhim. Hs granddaughter
NEOItft SR KAa Ga3aINBI ( (Sprdaduk, 9543 I08d peaferand qaiptdtelidgityy S & a €
was distasteful to himAlthough duringhislifetime he was known fohis abrupt speecthe was also
honest, kind, noblea Sy S NP dza = I ydrld ot d¥ & nfeanaHirgAt tinety Years, 1890But
above all, Alless remembered for hikve of the City of Buffalo and hardentpromotion of its progress
(A Pioneer Gone, 1890An image of Allen when he was infifises is shown irFigure3.

The post cards Krista shareith me helped totransformthe legendary Lewis Allen ineomore
human Lewis AllenThe post cards are a series of communications fitee 1870s, when Allen began to
sell portions of his vast Grand Islarel estate holding$or residential development Allen carved the
land from Grand Island lotstihrough5, as surveyed by James Tanner in 1824 G. Spaulding
purchasedapproximatdy 315 acresfrom Allen andcreated asummerS a G §S 6 KA OK KS OF f f
[ I 6 yYOmthesoutheastern shore of Grand Island, Allen retained a large portion of land for use as a
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In one post caravritten to SpauldingAllenlaments he hd been housebound for a week with a
bad cold, which frustrated him because he yearnedisit Allenton andobservethe progress made at
WABSNI [ 6y D LYALIANBR o0& G(GKSasS LihdeavorsinMieaz L ol yiS
Allentown neighborhoodthe most famous of which was the New York Statgicultural Societfair,
held in Allentown in 1848.
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historic preservation, it is sometimes easy to forget thistdric preservation is more thgnst
preservinghe bricks, mortar, clapboards, and windows of a building. It is also about preserving a sense
of place. Sometimes a sense of place can be presevitdut extant gructures.

During the present generatigBuffalonians have createskveral privatepublic landscae
initiatives thathavedefined its spaceand appearance Grassroots Gardens was founded by Milton
Zeckhauser during a time in Buffalo when houses were being demolished and the littered vaséaft lot
in their wake were replaced withiuit, vegetable and flower gardens These gardens haeagaged the
surrounding community in ways that produced increased social interaction, a fruit more valuable than
any the garden could produce. Buffalo Indfowas founded by Kate Bukowski to recognize Buffalo
citizens who beautify thelawns and public/private spacegth gardens and make their community a
more beautiful place to live. Gard&dalkwas founded byarvin Lunenéld. It immediately becama
popularannualevent,onein which. dzF T I f 2 Qgarden&sapen tlekgRr8ensfor two days during
the final weekend of July. But perhaps no contemporary actigis impactful as R&ee Western New
York an outgrowth of the Buffalo Green Furmteaed in direct response to the infamous October
Storm of 2000 YA O1 Y I YS R 4. 'ONDcobERIDRIRRy§ar the unseasonable storm
dumped heavy, wet snow on trees still full with their foliage. The weight toppled limbs and trees.
Beginning irR007, hundreds of volunteers have planted thousands of baot sapling trees in Buffalo
twice each year during the early spring and late autumn seagpmmublic planting stripkcated
between the sidewalk and curlhs well as in parksl have been aactive participant in Grassroots
Gardens, Buffalo IBloom, GardeWalk, and Réree. Of these, it is REee thatmostsparks my
imagination. There is joy in working with others to plant trees and then watching them grow. Some
trees, such as Horse Chagt and Crabapple, produce lovely flowers in the spring. Others, such as the
Hybrid EIm, grow quickly and provide shade to neighboring homes and pedegimigmsnadingon
AARSgIfE1ad L OFyQl KSf L) 0dzi tall they RiBodore2add howatheyd G K S  (
will inspire future Buffalonians with their beauty asttength long after | am gone.
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Figure4. Buffalo's oldest tree at 404 Franklin Streg®hoto courtesy of Chuck LaChiusa.

I am reminded ofhe preservation of a sense of plaeach time | walk down Franklin Street
within the Allentown Historic DistrictAt 404 Franklin Stregbetween Edward and Virginia Stregitsa
2% story woodrame detached housdesignedn the gabled Italianate style, Bucirca 1870. The
house, as handsome and charming as it is with its reanctitopped windows and classical porch
columns, pales in significance to the historic wonder in front of it. A massive Sycamore tree, believed to
be the oldest in Buffal@appraximately300 yearsof age), is aweinspiring to beholdshown in Figure4.
Who planted it? How is it that the tree just happened to be in the exact perfect spot before the street
was surveyed, cdhrough, and paved™ow has it managed to survive these many yearkese are
unanswered questions thahayremain a mystery.

Another example of preservation of a sense of place can be found in the next block of
Allentown. Early in 2013he Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural idetal Historic Site at 641 Delaware
Avenue demolished 2960 bank branch building, most recently occupiedbyk of AmericaBy doing
a2 (KS ¢KS2R2aBway 2goie8ods 190l agpdaiaSréthis case, demolition
helpedto create an improved sense of plac&8y remowal ofthe bank building, it is possible to better
AYIF3AYS GKS &aA G §Rparess Betdie ASsNy Wildok Ived thérel ah@hgsied
w2 2 a S @eitleint@i@auguration, the site anbuilding was part of the BuffaBarracksand had
historic associations with LewisAllen and that mietentury horticultural and architectural tbrity,
Andrew Jackson Downing (181852)and his brother, Charles Downing (180285)
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Figure5. Wilcox Mansion, Buffalo at turn diventieth century.
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spirit, those places that retain connections with hémd have beempreservedwith a sensef place In
52¢yAy3Qa olaiscaps Gaiddap@ottadgeiResidenceandthe Architecture of Country
Housesone can get a sense of his intellect and his clearesgadgingwriting style, butthe booksleft
me feeling him in the altsact, similar to my experience with Lewis Allen
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Figure6. Andrew Jacksomowning Memorial Urn at Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D.C.

Some timeago, Ifelt a bit closer to Downing during a trip to Washington DaGen| visited the
Downingmemorialurn designed by his architectural partner Calvert Valixvas installed on the
National Mall outside the Smithsonian Institute in 1856, four years after his untimely {f&gtiret).
Downing was commigmed by Western New Yorker and U.S. president Millard Fillmore to design the
National Mall. AlthoughDowningO 2 Y LJt S (i S Rdesigd & candtriicfio @as never completed
ThelLJ2 NI A 2y O2y &l NHzOG Swas mEtekBbiiter&ie?l byyasubgl€ntiredBsiy of tHey/
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Mall. The urn is the solitagjsualreminder2 ¥ 52 gy Ay 3Qa 02y i NR o Butitis? y
AYLI2aaArot S Gsensebplacedn thesNatiogaBMAE, with its classical desityat displaced
52 ¢y Ay 3 Qraturdlidtikdasigy” Myf continued quest to find places that had connections to
Downingtook me, not surprisingly, to the easteshoreof the Hudson River
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Figure7. Entrancegate and gatehouse @ pringside, Poughkeepsie, NPhoto by D. Granville, September 2013.

Against the backdrop of the storied Hudson River valldych has inspired authors such as
Washington Irving awell aghe great Hudson River Movement painters, was the hope of finding
52¢gyAy3Qa ZohdjoNdey ffom the FodaBd\Wlolintaiiey partnerDavid and | entered
Springside, the countrgstate of Matthew Vassan Poukeepsie It remains the most intacaccessible,
and best documented example 6f2 ¢ y Alahd€age desigpommissions. We wenreery hungry,
having been on the road for several hours. We entered Springside through the main er(ffaque?).

It was a beautiful afternoon. Wgarkedour auto near thegatehouse a Gothic Revival structure that is
the onlyfully preserved structure at Springsidi¢ is privately owned) We aé a picnic luncland

enjoyed stretching out oa blanketafter our journey We were the onljiving soulghere. Afterresting
for a bit, we began an exploratory hike of the approximgat20 acre site.
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Figure8. Exploring ruins of Matthew Vassar's cottage at Springside, September 2013.
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historic preservation.Springside is at ongeeaceful, lovelyeducationaljnspiring,andyet at the same
time melancholic It is undeniably beautiful and a testamenttte efforts ofpreservationists who
F2dAKG G2 1SSLI 6GKS Yl 22NRAGe ZafefrorkKdeveBpment thabvvald o LI St
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filled with brochures enabled us to embark anselfguided tour augmented by placargéacedalong
{ LINR y 3 & hdRr8il8 aThegsite ivds Aargely intaatith most of theS & (i Ibiil&ir@sipreserved until
the late 1960swhen fires ofsuspiciourigins began to claim them one by one as the site began to be
eyed forresidentialdevelopment. Most of the wost damageoccurred after the site was made a
National Historic Landmark in 1969. In 1978 &y { LINAY 3IAARS Q& YIAyYy | GGNF OGA
threatened withobliteration, preservationists dismantled some of it and removed its facadportion
of the cottt 3 S Q& ishdwaeh display at the New York Museum in Albany. Ruins of the cottage still
remain at Springside, ghostly remindeof its former glory
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