BRIDGE OR TUNNEL.

FURTHER FACILITIES REQUIRED FOR CROSS-

ING THE NIAGARA RIVER AT BUFFALO.
From the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser.

It was not very long after the completion of
the International Bridge that the Commercial point.
ed out the necessity for providing still further facili-
ties for crossing the Niagara River at Buffalo. This
bridge has but one track, which is mainly occupied
by the New-York Central and the Grand Trank
Railways. Other roads are permitted to use it; but
they do so only because theyvcannot help themselves.
They are obliged to submit fo restrictions and tolls
which render the unse of the bridge both vexatious
and costly, The New-Ydrk Central has pur-
sued such a grasping policy in reference
10 controlling the upproaches to the
bridee on tms side, as to place other
roads practically at its meray. The result is that
the Erie, the Buffalo, New-York and Pbiladelphia,

and the Buffulo and Jamestown roads on this side of
the river, and the Canada Southern, the Great
Western, the Wellington, Grey and EBruce, and
o*her railways on the Canala side, are all anxions
to ind some other nieans of erossine Niagara River
at this nnint, independent of the Internatiomal
I'ridge. Unless such facilities are provided here,
they will have to go eclsewhere. Already, as wo
recently showed, parties identified with the Canada
Southern enterprise are taking steps toward bridg-
ine the river at Black Creek, acriss Grand Island,
below Tonawanda, for railway purposes. So far as
it concerns the intcrests of Buffalo a new brilee
might just as well be located at Niagara Falls or
Lewiston.

It is plain enough, therefore, that if we would
hope to seeare and retain the business of all the
railroads, projected and finished, which terminate or
could be made to terminate at Fort Erie, some adai-
tional means of crossing the river here must be pro-
vided, and that soon. It must be remembered also
that the proprietors of the International Bridce
have atterly failed to provide the accommodations
for foot and eartiage passengers which were con-
templated when the projectors were petitioning for
the necessary charters. This traflic wonld undoubt-
¢d'v yield a considerable revenue. At any rate it
ought to be accommodated, whether it pays or not,
as some compensation for the wvalnable franchise
granted by the people through their Legislatures.

Probably the most important railway business of
the future which this city i3 interested in securnue
wiil be that furnishead by the Northern Pacific Rail-
road The Northern Railway of Canada (foimelly
Ontano, Simcoe and Huron,) is toterminate at Sault
Ste. Marie. there connecting with the lines leading
West into Minnescta, which will form the Eastern
conncelions of our Norihern Pacific Railroad and
the Canada Pacific. The distance trom the termin-
ation of tne Northern Pacific at Duluth, along the
south sbore of Lake Superior, to the erossing of the
Niagara River at this city, iy only %50 wiles; whiie
it i 1,150 niiles from the same point to Baffalo by
way of Chicago. The sherter line must evenrually
control the traific furnished by the great North-
western ronte. Nevertheless it will not come to
Bufliilo unless there are abundaunt facilities for
crossing Niagara River at this point.

Is it not 1ime, then, to look tais matter squarely
in the face? Another bridge, very near to the pres-

. ent one, has been talked of. But a tunnel under the
. river would Le better than any number of bridgesx.

The tunneling project has been pronounced a feasi-

~ ble one by competent encineers. We oelieve that a
. patisfactory charter is already in exastence, procured

i

sonme vears ago. It ought to be permitted to so the
lizht of day unce more, and we . certaivly hope that
sume of our enterprising citizens will give this im-
portant matter their serious attention,
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