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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please refer to included maps with scale for precise boundaries. The Elmwood Historic District (East) is
bounded by both sides of Summer Street and the pre-existing Allentown Historic District (NR Ref. No.
12000009) to the south. The western boundary is the centerline of ElImwood Avenue. The northern boundary is
Delaware Park and Rumsey Road. The eastern boundary generally is the rear lot line of properties fronting
Delaware Avenue from Summer Street to Cleveland Avenue and properties on the west side of Delaware
Avenue to Rumsey Road.
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The area of Buffalo south of North Street has long been considered a part of the Allentown neighborhood, of
earlier Civil War-era settlement, and the same article also noted that streets around Virginia Street were “well
settled” at the time. In an October 1902 article titled “The New Elmwood District” published in the journal
Greater Buffalo, the boundaries of the Elmwood district were described as ranging from Delaware Street to the
east, Richmond Avenue to the west, extending between North Street to the south and Lafayette Avenue (former
Bouck Street) to the north.” However, as the same article also pointed out, the area north of Lafayette Street
was rapidly developing, pushing the boundaries further northward. This is further corroborated by a map issued
only a month later in November 1902 by Greater Buffalo, which visually defined the ElImwood district as
covering between West Ferry Street to the south, Forest Avenue to the north, Hoyt Street to the west and
Delaware Avenue to the east.”” In either case, development of the new Elmwood district was focused in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries on an area between North Street and the parks, from Richmond Avenue

3% "The New Elmwood District," Greater Buffalo: A Monthly Publication Devoted to Promoting the Prosperity of the Power City of
America, October 1902, 8.

3% nThe New Elmwood District," Greater Buffalo: A Monthly Publication Devoted to Promoting the Prosperity of the Power City of
America, November 1902, 20.
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to Delaware Avenue. These contemporary articles define the historical boundaries of the present Elmwood
Historic District.

The boundaries of the EImwood Historic District (East) were created both from contemporary descriptions of
the boundaries of the Elmwood district and also from current conditions, surveyed during the preparation of this
nomination. Because of the sheer size and number of resources in the overall Elmwood Historic District, this
district has been created as the East portion, lying east of Elmwood Avenue (the primary artery through this
area). The boundaries for this district encompass the remaining properties in the Elmwood district, as described
in the early 1900s and join the EImwood Historic District (West) boundaries to form the complete Elmwood
Historic District.
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