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~ ROAST MAN.

|

which were rapldly raised. Meantime the flames be-
came bhotler and botter, and could be seen licking the

| woodwork of mapy windows.

|

Me kel Revel of the Fine

Flend ab the Ill-Fated
Richmend House m
Bufalo, N. Y.

HELL'S HORRORS.

They are Tasted to the Bitter Full by
Scores of Frantic and Helpless
Homan  Beings.

| Subject of Illnstration.]

The new Richmond Hotel, Buflalo, N. Y., which was
opebed lhree weeks ago. burned to the ground the
morning ol March 18, with & frightful loss of life,
With it went Buonnell's Museum building and two
small ’tores,.
fn the bhotel, twenly sleeping employees, geveral
boarders and the proprietors. Robert Staftord, W. J.
Mann, H, P, Whittaker, and their tamilies, making o

all about one hundred persons. Ounly seventy-eight of |
these are accounted for, und it is believed thuat the
s
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A gallaul rescue by Chas, A. Orr.

bodles of the others will be fourd in the ruins,

Thbe bolel register was not saved, and no one can re-
member the names of all the guests, W.J. Maunn,
who had charge of the help, Is deliriou: with pain and
excitement and cannot talk rationally. No one save
bimsell knows the names of all the domestics, The
fire broke out in the cloak room under the maln statr-
case at 3:40 A. M., and in ive minotes the flames had
reached the roof, The house had a square court in the
center. and the windows of all the halis onened upon
this court, The flames prevented escape by the stair-
case and the panic-stricken guests with but few ex-
ceptions made for the windows, hoth in thelr rooms
and in the halls. Night Clerk William H. Alport
sounded the electric fire alarm, which rang a bell In
every rooni. He had barcly time tasave himsell, and
when he reached the street the red glare of the flames
was already hghtiog 1ue thoroughfure, He gave a fre

A daring Jump for hfe,

alarm. bhut before the arrival of the englnea numbera

of people had been atiracted to the scene by the
shrieks of momen standing In their nlenht dresses at
thé upper windowe Fire Depacrtment Chlef Hornung
gave hitorder immediately and decisively

“Blank the building: save the people,”
Eapds were put upon to the extension iadders,

There were sixty-four transleat guests |

Press Woittaker, one of tbhe proprietors, crawled on
the window ledges from his room on the hith floor,
a distance of over 80 feetl, L0 Ltbe lsdder, and was res
cued. A wowmanin ber nigbt clothes wus Seen atl a
window on tbhe third Aoor. A ladder was placed and
Coarles A. Orr, County Ulerk, mouuted and brought
tbe woman safely downip misarms. He ook of nis

and rescued & manp whose face apd breast were badly
burned. Ope maop outhe Eazle streel side stood at his
tourth floor window untll the beal was unbearsble,
He Jumped and grasped tbe telegraph wires with bis

{ groaning and dying.

[APRIL 2, 1887,

——

| 3
| this incident of tbhe catastropbe to & correspondent :
\ “YWhen 1l was nearly dowp a man shot past me who

bad jumped. He came pear striklng me.
| the people lay on the roof all around me.
It was awlhul."”

He shrieked wilth paluv and a physician gave him
morphine. Many wbo jumped w0 lbe ssloon roof
crashed tbrough the pnotographer's skrlight and are
pow buried ip the ruins. Those at Lhe east end of the

My uod!
They were

| botel who Jumped lapded on the rool ot the Tivoh
overcoal, wrapped it around ber, apd then remounted |

Hall, and were assisted 1o safety by Anthony Kalser,
the proprietor. Bet ween tho hall and the trame build-
log there i8 & space of fitty feet. A P. Pbillbrook, a
shoemaker, who lives al the top of the building south
of Thvoll Hasall, looked out ol bis window and saw

Without ope ray o1 bope.

hands. The extension ladder was being raised. and
while it was straight in the air he lel go the wires,
caught the ttth rung and descended before the ladder
was up to its tull lengtb.

The last three people rescued were utterly'exhausted
and tearfully burned.

J. C. Gilbert, of 18 South Portland avenue, Brook-
lyn, was taken trom the fitth floor none too soon. He
was clad in drawers, shirt and socks Minonle Stone
and Kale Pearce wmere dragged from the fifth floor on
the Main street slde. They bad op notbing bul wrap-
pers. They were not bucned,

cheered lustily as rescue atter rescue was attempled

. and accomplisbed.

But it wds ip the rear that the tragedy of the morn-
ing was being enacted and men and women were
jumping to a horrible death. A. G. Clay, ot Philadel-
phia, and Louis E.Smith, of Brooklyn, were on the
fitth Hoor. Thelir rooms adjoined and they crawled
along the window ledges Lo the roof ot Bunnell’s
Museum, the adjoining building on Eagle streel,
Looking up they saw five girls ata fifth-story win-
dow. They had tied sheets togetber and made a rope
which reached to one floor below on & level with the
museum root, but separated fr-m it at tbat point by
an alley about tiNteen teet wide. Smith found a tele-
graph wire whbich he threw aeross, and four girls
descended in satety and crossed on the vire, When
the Alh was swinging between the two buildings the
wire broke and the girl fell four stories to the ground.
She was not killed, but the doctors ray sbe canoot
live. Her legs were terribly cut and bruised. her
back was broken and her tace and arms frigbttully

The crowd bung with |
breathless anxiety on each move of the firemen and
| Jumped. telling his wile 10 follow.

people jumping. "I bad toturn my face away,” sald
be., “Icouldn't standit. Some jumped tbroungh tbe
skylight. Isaw them. and [saw a woman with noth
ing on but a chemise jump to the ground between the
buildings. T heard bher drop. [ couldn’'t look any
more and I went down to the strget.”

Anthony Kaiser says that betore the walls fell he
saw this woman and 8 man almost naked both lying
dead undernesath his window. Then a portion of the
south wall of the Richmond fell and the ghastly sight
was covered by bricks and debris.

Robert Staflord, a proprietor, ronmed on the third
floor. His window iaced Creighion's *aloon and he
She did so and he
caught ber. The two made their way tbrough the
building downstairs. W. J. Mann. another proprietor,
escaped by jumping. His wife refused to jump and
stood at the window screaming with ber llitle girl in
her armg At last she tainted. B. G. Baldwin, of
Jordan, Marsh & Co., Boston, lifted ber and dropped
her into ber husband's arms. Then be picked up the
rbild and Jumped sately. Mrs. Mann was frightfully
burned about the face, arms and legs. She was taken
to a lawyer’'s oftice, where she lay, screaming and call:
ing for her little danghier Jennte, "“Do something to
stop the paip,” she yelled. “Ob, I sball die,, Jennle
was burpned 1o deatb. I know it, I saw bher.”

Iattle Jennie was at Dr. Hayd's office. Her burns
were painful thougb not severe. She went.lo sleep
and when sbe woke up at noon told berstory ln &
cbildish treble:

“I waked up ard heard a noise and rap out into the
hall and down some stairs apnd then there was 8o

much fire and smoke I could not go any furtber and I

A ghastly alght which was soon hid from view,

borned. Khe ia Mary Connell, of No 411 Hambure | went back to my floor and Intoa bedroom.
The others made thelr escape '

alreet; A chambermaitd,
aafely through the museum,

Wilson Puorcell, credit man for the RR.(G Dun Mer-
cantile Agency here, roomed on the ANh floor. He
jamped Lo the roof ol a two-story frame bullding oo
cupled as asaloon and photogranh gallery, which ad
Joined the hotel on Malp streer,  Pleking bimselfl up,
he reeled 1o a ladder epected from the street, but bad
not descended two steps when he reeled and tell 1o
the street. He strock on big bead and died (natantly.
He was sa badly burned as to render fdentification
difficnlt.

Clinton Bldwell, of Pitteburg, roomed with
Osharne, the hatel eleck, an the Anh floor.
awoke hiim and hoth ran into the hall,
returned,

Mark
O:borne
(=harae never
Ridwell macde a rope of sheete and reached
the roof of the =aloon, but not antil
flames had terribly burned him about

arms and face. Moaning pititully at

the chest and
timesa,. he told

the advancing |

It was

mamma's room, and she picked me ap and hogged |

me and tben Ahe let us both drop. Then a great blg
man came and he pot mamma out the window and on
to the roof, and then be Jumped on to the mool
with me, Tt was all afire there, but the man
pleked ae vp In his arma and carried me down
tbrough the fire and took me through the sireetto a
p'ace, and then the doctor there carried me over
bere.'

James MoGolire, nlght engineer at the post office,
saved one Mfe, and tried to rescue a girl from A room
on the third floor. 8he could not open the door and
McQuire conld not break it.  He bad to leave her to
her (ate. R H., Homesjomped through the skylight

[ in the roof of the two-story hrick kitchen and dashed

his way through the Aames to Engle street.  He left

five pereone an the 100f, and thinks they were all lost. '

He was badly bhurned.
Foster Milliken, of the iron commision firm of Mil.

| a8 my owDn son.”

liken, Sinith & Co., New York, was on tbe tbird floor.
He rau Jdown one flight o stairs and out 1o a balcon:,
The crowd sbouted to jump and & canvaswas brough?
but Milikeu showed thew & neater trick and Jowered
bimsell 1o an awning rod and tbence band over hand
lo the street, He was followed by E. H. Wimp
sbelner, who travels for the New York printing-ink
firm of Slegmund, CUClman & Co. Afler them came

crowd’'s cheers. None ol the tbhree were burl.
H. B. Runisey ot New York, rescued a little girl at

burning botel to the saloon roof. When getting oul
ot the window he buried the girl’s face in bix nzbt
gown and thus protected ber. He inbaled the Aames,
and was I1n a deliriom until just belore bis death,
Proprietor Staflord was tbe plcture of misery., "I

'.' would giveall I am worth,” said be to a correspond-
I loved bim
When asked if be bad formulated
any plans for the future Mr, Staftord sbook his bead
gadly. 'No, sir . but you can say this, I'll never touch

i eul, ""to see Mark Osporne alive agsalo,

The wire fatled to save her,

United States.”

Library bullding, and was built in 1858, It was origin
ally run as the St. James Hotel, and St. James Hall
stood alongside it.

wines, &c.. which i3 partially covered by $54,000 insor

partly insured.
000

number of people rescued by
twenly to twenty-five.
corridor of th~ hotel, and at \hat moment tbe flames
were shooling up the big staircase and elevaior way
beyond the reach of the bose. We tried 10 play both
streams upward on the fire, hut there was so much
screaming of guesis and calls for help from the win
dows that we called oft most of themen from the hose
and let the bullding go tor a while, glving all our at-
tention to the ladders. '‘Damn tue building.’ I yelled ;
‘save the people ;" und the boys belped man the lad:
ders on the oulside, Putting up (wo on the Main sireet
gide and the short ones on Eagle street.
need for them. too.
people jumping from every side. The cool-beaded
ones were rescued all right, but some wouldo't walt,”

the firemen is about

gerving ol special mention. District Engineer Murpby
| was on a ladder rescuing some of the occupantsof the
i hotel. At an upper story
.~ temale domestics, He shouted to her to remain & here
| she wasg, and he would come up and save her,
|

Headlong to certaln Aeath,

| poor crenture, Irantic with terror, Ingtead of obetcing
'5 leaped from the window and literally threw hereel! at

{ Murphy. Thia canged him 1o loge hig balance on the
f ladder, but he hung on with one hand an«d caught the
girl around the neck, irmlv holding her thuruntil he

vould regain hig equilibrivig, when he slid down the
ladder, bearing her safely (o the ground,

Mrs. Wimpsheimer, & pretly brunette, who did ibe
acrobatic leat gracetully and was rewarded with the

the risk ot b1s own life and carried ber tbrougb the

anotber botel solong as I live, even if it paid $10,000 a
day and was rent free, unless it i3 ahzolutely fireproof,
I wounldn't take the responsibility aund go through the
mournine I did this moroing for all the hotels in the

The Richmond Hotel was the old Young Men's
Recent cbanges made the Rich-
mond and EBunpell's Museum stand side by side.
The two buildings were worth $150,000, and insured for
$90,000. Staftord & Co. lose $75,000 wortb of furniture.
apce. The Boston Clotbing House lose $60,000, Peter
Paul & Bro. $40.000. and Ulbrech & Kingsley $35.000,
Jos. E. C. Palacio, cilgar dealer, puts hig Joss at $8.000,
Von Norman, photographer, loses
$5000. Other losses will bring the aggregate to $400.-

Chbief Hornung, of the Fire Department, says “The

We got two sireams inlo the

There was,
It was a horrible slght to see Lhe

Among the brave deeds ot the tiremen was one de-

window was one ot the

The
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