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NEW CHURCH OF

GREAT BEAUTY 3

~First LTmtanan Church, almoqt_

completed, is one of the
Finest in Buffalo,

ENGLISH GOTHIC STYLE

‘Stained Glass Wlndum and Organ
are Memorial Gifts—Church
will soon be opened.

i Of the many beautiful churches in thia
city there a8 nol one more “beautiful,
{more artlstie and onginal i aesign,
than the recantly built First Unitarian

iChurch, which will. prabably he opened’

for its first service within a fortnight.

It Is situated on the corner of Bimwood

avenue and Ferry atreet; on a site do-
‘nated by John J. Albright.
|tect s Edward A, Ifent.
The church la a stone structure, and
|ils slyle is that of the early English
!Gothle. The interior walls are of the
‘game stone as the exterior, and are de-
¥oid of decoratlon. The floor also is
stone. Ome of the principal charms of
the interior is its absolute simplielty, a

The archi-

glmplicity which is the utmost refine-

ment of art. The ceiling s of wood,
{with  handsome Gothic trusses,
| bages of which rest on stone corbels, |
about ten feel above the fAoor.
Btone blocks are now plain, bat it is
expected that at some future time I..'“:':r
Cwill he ornamented with carving.

All the woodwork of the interior ia
dark wealhered oak, of exquisite, satin-
like grain. The pulpit is A sexagonal in-
closged one, to which three stona stepa

lead up. It ls coversd with a dalalli
of earving which will hear careful]
study, The varved reredos back of the!

pulpit is a beautiful plece of work, and
it,"with the pulpit and the three chairs,
ia the production of a Buffalo . firm.
The chairs are Gothle, the center one
Targer than the others, and having a
Canopy top.

The pews, which correspond in color
and carving with the reredos and pul-
pit, have comfortable =sloping backs.
Those situated in the iransept are plac-
ed somewhat obliquely, =0 as to com-
mand an equally good view of the pul-
plt with thoge in the center of the
whureh. The Gothic design dominates
all the woodwork, g0 that it is in keep-
ing with the architecture of the build-
ing in all respects,

At' the rear of the auditorium is s
handsome wind screen of carved wood,
the upper part fAlled in with glass.
Both this and the equally effective gal-
lery rall of the choir loft were made by

Hayden company of Rochester.
large factor in the beauty of the
jrat TInitarian Church i& the array of
slained-glass windows, of which there
are two transepl, ona pulpit and six
nave windows. These were all given to
the church by Mre. E. C. Sprague and
her sons, Henry Ware and Carleton
Sprague, as a memarial of Neah P, and
B. Carleton Sprague. They were de-
gsigned and made by the Goodhue firm
| of Boston.

the |

These |

pransept windew “is of
Sl aige of the story
a des The contral fg-
the Gaood Shepperd, but it

¥ ke the conventional rep-
_,' sentation of G‘nrl.st - It I‘T:V;E 'Y
B th, of rather martial as-
: “qﬁiﬁ O red tunic, the right hand
|Erasping gtaff, and the Jeft shoulder

ﬁm A lamb. This is a reproduction
‘the earliest known representation of

Christ, which was found in the cata-
combs of Rome. Beneath the n;—um is

the text:
“And goeth into the mountains and

seekest that which is gona astray.” In
the small panel on each slde are an an-

chor and an antique lamp.
The west transept window has as its

central figure the prophet Isaiah. The
verse underneath is this:

“4pppst e in the Lord forever, for in
the Lord Jehovah iz everlasting
strength.” ©On the small panels are a

sheaf of wheat and an open Blhle
The window back of the pulpit and

rising above the exquisite tracery line

of the reredos has no marked design. It
iz & mass of goft, dark reds, shading in-
to lighter iones, contracted with a bit
of clear green and a litlle touch of
purple. 1t iz very restfyl to the eye, and
not obtrusive enough to claim capecial
attention. The nave windows all show
a grapevine pattern, with tracery of
vine, leaf and bunches of grapes in
charming design and color.
dow bears one of the Beatitudes, The
colorg In all the windows are most har-
monlous and beautifully blﬂndﬁ’

The electroliere are lantern isin=
glass and wrought iron., suspended by
iron chains from the woodwork. They
are most artistic.

The church is lighted by electricity, |

the organ is run by the same powar, and
connected with the ventilating system
iz an electric fan to keep up a constant
clreulation of alr. The heatlng and
ventilating svstem is the best obtain-
able. It was deslgned by Dr.

experlis in thiz line, and was installed
by Clifford H. Crosby of Boston, & man

Kach win-,

Wood- |
bridge of Bosion, ona of the most noted

formerly associated with Dr. Wood-
bridge and thoroughly familiar W‘.H.h
hiz methods. k
The handsome marble font, a gift of
Mra. GGates to the church in former
years, was brought from the former)|
Delaware avenue home of the congre-
gatlon. It corregpornds admirably with)
the white stone of the Interior, and!
looks as if it might have been espeelally)
de for the noew church. 1
% ne of the most valued and valuable
things in the Firast Unltarian Church !In
: splendid organ, the gift of Mra. E.,
'H Howard and her son, Henry C. How-| !
ard, as a memorial to Ethin H. How-.
ard. Tt iz & three manualed ingtrument,
made by the Hutchings-Voley Cc-mpa.:p_r
of Boston, and thoroughly equipped’
with every modern facility. It ia ﬂﬂ"!

of the most beautifully voiced o
that cam b& found, afid the Tﬁw

pertsWho have trled it @fe unanimous
in their admiration of the flne Instru-
ment. It s placed in the gﬂlunr at
the rear of the church, with-ampla rpem

in front for a double quartette nﬁﬁﬁﬁ
chorus of singers. The pipes

rich copper color,_a: i the wood 1.5 Iikq
the rest of the interior,

The minlster's study®s In the tower,
back of the organ. The Sunﬂa.:.r school
room, which is a few steps below the
level of the auditeriom, has a beauwtiful
hardwood floor, a handsome paneled
celling and iz as bright and cheery a
| room a3 one could wish, Abovedlt is
| Unity Hall, fitted with a stage, foot-

lights, a galle:y for small orchestra,

and every equipment that makes for
convenience, The kitchen is in the base-
ment, and four modern dumb-walters
carry dishes to the floor above. There
iz A large pantry, sink, a shelf for serv-
ing and all the accessories that house-
keepers could desive for the occasion of
caurch guppers and lunches. Just out
af the Sunday school room iz & pleagant

library, in the corner of which is a very
artistic stone and cak Arcplace  and
maniel, : |
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